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a unique dwelling in the green for knowledge

Vidya-Aranyam is a unique school with a vision to reinstate the lost cultural and educational values
blending it with the contemporary needs, futuristic view and ecological harmony. Inspired by Guru
Rabindranath Tagore's Shantiniketan School in Bengal, Vidya-Aranyam is an initiative under the
Mahatma Gandhi Mission umbrella that seeks to form a 'unique dwelling in the green for vidya'. Nestled
around the hills and valleys in the picturesque campus at Gandheli (11 km from Aurangabad), the English
and Marathi medium schools under Vidya-Aranyam are being nurtured by the Internationally renowned
Arts organisation MAHAGAMI GURUKUL, Aurangabad.

GURUKUL Cottages, Green Campus, Learning with Creativity, Focus on Indian Traditional Arts, Sports,
Scientific outlook & Academics, Innovative Streams, Skill and Child Development are some of the salient
features of Vidya-Aranyam In addition to the regular academics and activities that every school offers,
the vision of Vidya-Aranyam is to enable every child, every learner to progress not just in the education
imparted, but also in the overall development of personality, creative expression and holistic learning.
Providing wings to fly in free sky, to glide beyond smoky clouds of laborious learning methods and finally
to emerge as empowered spirited learners is the philosophy at Vidya-Aranyam.

Vidya-Aranyam expands its educational services from June 2019 to Pre-Primary and Primary (class 1 to 8)
in English & Marathi (Semi-English) mediums. Bus Facility is provided to the students, teachers and staff.
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Concept :
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There is no friend, no companion, no wealth and no bliss as supreme as Vidya (knowledge).

Knowledge is indeed the highest virtue and biggest goal in one's journey. But over time, the word
'vidya' meaning knowledge is being increasingly replaced by the word 'shiksha' meaning education.
Though both the words may mean the same in a broader view, we know that Education has a defined

set of rules and curriculum whereas Knowledge has no such limitations. The former is viewed as a
medium to get future employment while the latter brings enrichment, liberation and work-opportunities.

Background:

We know that Lord Macaulay while addressing the British Parliament on 2™ Feb 1835 with his report
on India, had said - "I do not think we would ever conquer this country unless we break the very
backbone of this nation, which is its spiritual and cultural heritage, and therefore i propose that we

replace her ancient education system, her culture....".

70 years after Independence of our country, we - the children of this land and representatives of one
of the oldest civilizations of the world are almost on the cross-roads.... torn between our 'lost' identity

and 'tired' of practicing borrowed ideas from the west that might have lost its vision and validity in our
context today. Indeed, a time to awaken, contemplate, reflect and act! A time to work on a better and
meaningful future for our children - our future generation!

Albert Einstein had once said- “ | fear the day that technology will surpass our human interaction. The
world will have a generation of idiots..." A thought-provoking observation and an interesting guess;
and one wonders if we are coming closer to that day. The idea of ‘learning’ in our culture has been
a multi-layered journey and experience and seeks to integrate all streams- be it art, skill, literature,
archery, philosophy, science, medicine or economics.

The time-honored Gurukul Parampara that blends learning, ‘seva’, creative imagination and insightful
realizations remained a strong and nourishing system of education till few outside invasions and
influences led us to stop believing in this wholesome education. The world is changing fast and now
there are other nations where this system has been adapted in a small way and has been naturally
assimilated in the modern education.

Inception:

In the light of this vision, Mahatma Gandhi Mission pioneered to bring this concept to its scope of
educational services in 2017 with Vidya-Aranyam. A phrase from Vishnu Puraana aptly describes
Vidya as : 'saa vidya yaa vimuktaye' meaning 'knowledge is that which liberat:




: TRl
e
%
R o
o Sl o
.\,_-." .j";:.f'-l
T
\ll Round
Development
of Vidyaarthi
y M, T
If. Ilw 3 o ;

AT

ENVIROHNMENT

H'h' ’:

With this Sanskrit phrase as our inspiration and
motto, a unique model of education has been
designed that can envisage the true spirit of
learning, of eradication of fear and negativity, and
of reinstating the lost philosophy of integrated and
holistic learning. is visualised

as a school that blends the spirituality, simplicity
and profound learning of the Gurukul system

with contemporary needs, futuristic outlook and
ecological harmony. The eight-fold education

Model of draws inspiration

- from the four fundamental principles of Tagore’s
Educational Philosophy: Naturalism, Humanism,
Internationalism and Idealism. With an aim to
revive and restore our knowledge-transmission
system that was lost due to colonization,
modernization and industrialization; we have
included four more components in the Education
model: Culture, Heritage, Environment
and Native Knowledge.

The future education in the entire world will
certainly move towards more liberated, integrated,
personalized, project-based mentorship-programs

and phased learning: processes. With this
perspective, it is all the more valid to re-introduce
and nurture the 8-fold Education Model that looks at
an all-round development of the learner, the mentor
and the learning space.
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Vidya-Aranyam Anthem
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- - b, Salient Features

m . "« -Anew concept in the field of Education. ¥

= An approach to offer today's education in the Gurukul system.
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* Away from urban cdlture and urbanization a School amidst
| nature

- Scenic and Pollution free environment.
+ Focus on values, scientific outlook and cultural heritage.

+ Education blending knowledge, arts, science, sanskrit and
skills. .

* Emphasis on all-round development by learning skills and
- through various activities like Dance, Music, Enactment,
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Main Building of Vidya-Aranyam
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In the barren campus of Gandheli, Agriculture-related institutions had just begun. A patch bordering
the Bagh talav region surrounded by the rocky belt of Gandheli hills, where there is lack of suitable
soil for farming and no water, Mahatma Gandhi Mission family had once again taken a courageous
step!
Gradually, farming began and so did the college. Inhabitants of the nearby rural settlements started
coming in search of work. Availing higher education for them was probably like day dreaming. Their
tiny tots would often come with their mothers at work places. To facilitate a pleasant beginning
for their future, a school came into existence. Right from giving a name, to its
infrastructure, interiors and designing facilities; the entire planning was possible owing to the support
from Sushri Parwati Dutta. Not only that, but while designingthe curriculum she gave more importance
to performing and fine arts.
The barren hills will soon blossom with greenery; trees will grow tall and wide. So will this forest of
knowledge blossom - May this School be beneficial to the citizens and children of
the city too. | pray for its eternal growth.
Ankushrao Nanasaheb Kadam
Secretary, Mahatma Gandhi Mission
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Rabindranath Tagore had rejected the book-centric modern mechanical learning that focuses merely
on cultivation of the individual’s mind, in favour of learning that encourages the creativity, imagination
and moral awareness of students. At , we seek to follow this message that education
should be not for mere “success” or “progress” but for “illumination of heart” and for inculcation
of a spirit of sympathy, service and self-sacrifice in the individual, so that s/he could rise above
egocentrism and ethnocentrism to a state of global consciousness or world-centrism.

o L

In education, freedom in 3 ways i.e. freedom of heart, freedom of intellect and freedom of will should
be the basic guiding force for inculcating interest within a student. One may pursue the vocational
education or education of an intellect, or education in any branch of the arts or one may become a
scholar ... learning brings limitless opportunities and experiences for all. We wish a great sailing to
all our 'vidyarthis'!

Parwati Dutta

Vision Director - Vidya-Aranyam

Director & Guru - MAHAGAMI



In a country where all knowledge is perceived as divine and was originally developed
by the ‘Rishis’, it is disturbing to see the discouragement from parents and society
towards young talent. It has been my dream to nurture a space where Academics,
contemplation on scientific and natural phenomena, spirituality, value education and
creative streams are taught and nurtured. | am very happy to learn about Vidya-
Aranyam and do hope that this school comes as a ray of hope and positive energy
for the believers of traditional learning.

| appeal to the students to save the environment from vanishing into oblivion following
widespread deforestation all over the world. Every individual should inculcate the
habit of planting one tree each day, instead of spending a large amount of money in |

the name of entertainment. My best wishes to Parwatiji, Mahagami- a beautiful and
green space | have twice visited and the school Vidya-Aranyam. | do hope and
believe that this school will not justimpart formal education but will certainly play a
vital role in transforming the lives of the students and the space where it is located.

I recall my school days as a period filled with the joy of being absorbed with
creative thoughts under an open sky! | would enjoy gardening and nurturing
' the plants at school and later realised that this kind of childhood gave me
the right perspective towards life and humanity. It is heartening to see a

similar spirit.at Vidya-Aranyam.

; ey 7 (r‘ There are many schools that look at overall development of the learner. As |

- ji ‘ grew, | realised that | was destined to be an artist. Music, dance, poetry and

creative streams nourished my soul and as an artist today, i wish that schools should, also have a vision

to produce innovative minds. Vidya-Aranyam is like a reassurance and an inspiring promise towards
future!

Very young children are the foundation stones of future generations. | believe that
we have no more important work than the education of children, guiding them to be
empowered with knowledge and moral principles so that they can become the future
leaders in an ethical society. | feel especially fortunate to have traveled to the Vidya-

Aranyam School, with an educational philosophy and establishment of a double
Sanskrit-cum-government curriculum. The chanting of Sanskrit shlokas by students
and their playful joining in dance class demonstrated that they are imbibing positive
educational, emotional and behavioral life-styles.
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_Literacy in itself is no education. Literacy is not the end of education.or even the beginning.
By education | mean an all-round drawing out of the best in the child and man-body, mind and’
spirit.
- Mahatma Gandhi
We rob a child of his earth to teach him geography; of language, to teach him grammar;
his hunger is for the epic, but he is supplied with chronicles of facts and dates.

The regular type of school is a manufactory and is a mere method of discipline
specially designed for grinding out uniform results.

- Rabindranath Tagore
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